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Purpose and Context 

Recognized and Affirmed Rights 
Brunswick House (Wapiscogamy) First Nation (BHFN) has lived in north central Ontario for over 7,000 

years and have a sacred and inherent relationship with the land. BHFN is a signatory to Treaty 9 and, as 

a signatory, have Aboriginal and Treaty rights that are recognized and affirmed in Section 35 of the 

Constitution Act (1982). 

Nothing in this Consultation Policy or its related documents can or is intended to abrogate or derogate 

from our Section 35 rights, including our right to be consulted about them. 

 

Crown Duty to Consult 
The Supreme Court of Canada has defined, in various decisions, the Crown’s legal obligations to consult 

and accommodate the Treaty and Aboriginal Rights of Aboriginal peoples in various situations where 

these rights are accepted to exist or have been claimed. Key decisions include Taku River Tlingit v British 

Columbia (2004), Haida Nation v British Columbia (2004), Mikisew Cree v Canada (2006), Tsilhqot’in 

Nation v British Columbia (2014), Grassy Narrows v Ontario (2014), Clyde River v Petroleum Geo Services 

Inc. (2017), and Tsleil-Waututh Nation v Canada (2018). There are also many lower-level court decisions 

setting out whether that duty has been met under the specific circumstances of the case. 

Through these court decisions, it is clear that the Crown must engage in consultation with us when 

considering an action that might adversely affect or infringe our Aboriginal or Treaty Rights, or where 

that action might adversely affect our claimed Aboriginal or Treaty Rights. Proper consultation involves 

meaningful, two-way dialogue. 

Our community believes it is important to have a clear policy and procedure in place to effectively 

manage government and industry requests to consult and ultimately accommodate our community. It is 

an important step in our path towards self- governance. 

 

Accommodation of Impacts 
If there is a potential for adverse impacts or infringement of a claimed or established right, there is a 

corresponding obligation to protect and accommodate the affected right. In the context of the Crown 

authorizing the taking up of lands under a valid treaty that has a taking-up clause, consultation cannot 

exclude accommodation from the outset. An infringement of (or adverse effect on) our rights must be 

justified, and part of that justification requires establishing that we have been meaningfully consulted 

and accommodated. If the right is a claimed but not yet proven right, and the claim is credible, the duty 

to consult and accommodate also exists and the extent of that duty depends on the strength of the 

claim. Strong claims that are not properly accommodated may result in the Crown having to revisit its 

decision(s) after a project or activity has been approved or commenced. 

Consultation must always be done honourably, in good faith, and must always be meaningful, and show 

a willingness on the part of the Crown to make changes based on information that comes out of the 

consultation process. 
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Government Laws and Regulations 
To align with Court decisions, a number of provincial and federal government policies identify when the 

Crown must consult with Aboriginal people, including requirements under Ontario’s Mining Act, 

Environmental Assessment Act, Crown Forest Sustainability Act, and federally the Canadian 

Environmental Assessment Act, 2012. 

 

Delegation of Procedural Aspects 
Procedural aspects of the Crown’s duty to consult and accommodate can be delegated to third parties, 

including industry, but the Crown cannot delegate away the duty. 

 

These consultation and accommodation obligations are based on the honour of the Crown. They reflect 

the ongoing requirement to pursue the reconciliation of our pre- existing Aboriginal rights and interests 

with Crown sovereignty. If the Crown does not fulfill these obligations, the courts may not authorize 

project proposals (such as for a mining or forestry activity) that triggered the duty. 

Global Legal Norms 
Canada is a signatory to the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples (UNDRIP), 

and has passed legislation to implement UNDRIP and ensure alignment between UNDRIP and Canadian 

law. Articles 18 and 19 of the UNDRIP show support for Indigenous peoples’ rights to develop decision-

making procedures and be consulted in good faith on matters that may affect their rights and interests: 

“Indigenous peoples have the right to participate in decision-making in matters which would 

affect their rights, through representatives chosen by themselves in accordance with their own 

procedures, as well as to maintain and develop their own indigenous decision-making 

institutions.” (Article 18) 

“States shall consult and cooperate in good faith with the indigenous peoples concerned 

through their own representative institutions in order to obtain their free, prior and informed 

consent before adopting and implementing legislative or administrative measures that may 

affect them.” (Article 19) 

Policy Application 
This Consultation Policy is meant to inform government agencies and project proponents about how our 

community wishes to be consulted. Our expectation is that those who wish to construct and operate 

projects within our traditional territory or who may be making changes to a broad range of laws, 

strategic government policies or programs (such as environmental laws, education and training 

programs, health and well-being initiatives, and the like) that may impact our Aboriginal or Treaty Rights 

follow this Consultation Policy and in doing so, respect our inherent and protected rights. 

This Policy also applies in emergency situations. It is acknowledged that immediate steps may have to be 

taken prior to consultation with our First Nation in order to address public safety and security. As soon 

as possible, the Chief and Band Manager must be contacted to jointly decide how to best to inform and 

involve BHFN. 
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Our Community 

Our Land 
Brunswick House First Nation’s 

community site is situated on our main 

reserve (IR #76B) in the Sudbury District 

along Highway 101 East, approximately 5 

kilometers southeast of the town of 

Chapleau, Ontario. We have a second, 

larger reserve in the Mountbatten 

Township (IR #76A) located 

approximately 157 kilometers northeast 

of Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario. There are a 

few hunting camps on this reserve, but no members live there permanently at present. As of September 

2021, we have 887 members, with approximately 220 living on-reserve and 667 living off-reserve. 

Almost half of our community living on-reserve are children. 

Our traditional territory extends from the small town of Sultan in the southeast to Wakami Lake area in 

the south, the railway sidings of Oba (CN line) and Missinaibi (CP line) in the west and to the Mahoney 

Township/Opasatika River area in the north. Parts of our territory overlap with other First Nations 

including the Chapleau Ojibway First Nation and the Chapleau Cree First Nation. For more information 

about the extent of our territory, please contact our Lands & Resources Department at (705) 864-0174. 

Governance 
We are signatories to Treaty 9, a member of the Nishnawbe-Aski Nation and the Wabun Tribal Council. 

Six elected Councillors and one Chief govern us. We have elections every 2 years since we follow the 

traditional Indian Act electoral system. 

We are self-governing over our reserve lands and ratified our Land Code in 2019. We are actively 

developing land laws and policy to manage our reserve lands for the benefit of current and future 

generations.   

Economic Development and Services 
We are currently involved in or are actively pursuing economic opportunities in mining and mineral 

exploration, renewable energy, forestry, commercial and retail development, and blueberry harvesting. 

We support a member-owned gas bar and convenience store on our main reserve. We provide 

education, health and employment & training services for our membership. 
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Our Past and Our Future 
 

 

Brunswick House First Nation was known as "Wapiscogamy" House. We were originally from Missinaibie 

Lake and hunted and trapped as far south as the Great Lakes and north to the Moosonee area for 7,000 

years. Led by Chief Meshaway, we were a hard working, independent people with deep-rooted 

traditions who prospered in fur harvesting. 

Once the Europeans came and treaties were signed this all changed, especially with the new railways 

coming through our lands and displacement resulting from the formation of the Chapleau Crown Game 

Preserve by the Provincial government in 1925. For 21 years, our people had no recognized land base 

resulting in rampant poverty, unemployment, and health and social issues. Our people roamed from 

town to town along the railways and many of them suffered from hunger or succumbed to sickness as a 

result of being unable to provide for themselves as they once did. 

Adding to these problems, the displacement of families due to residential schools and the Sixties Scoop 

had devastating affects on our people. Many lost their identity and culture and became scattered and 

unknown to each other. 

We have been working towards bringing our community back together. The negative affects of alcohol 

and substance abuse have made this very difficult. The healing process contiues and we hope to 

reconnect to our language and culture that have been displaced for all our people. We will continue to 

strive to be the strong, proud and prosperous people we were before this colonial interference. 
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Guiding Principles 

Early 
consultation 
 

Consultation will be conducted as early as possible in the project planning 
stages and before the Crown makes any decisions that could impact our 
proven or claimed Aboriginal or Treaty Rights. 
 

Consistency 
 

There will be a consistent point of contact for initiating consultation with 
BHFN, and appropriately delegated responsibility to the BHFN staff by 
leadership to expedite consultation procedures. 
 

Consultation 
in Good Faith 

Consultation by the Crown or proponents will be done in good faith, 
transparently, honestly and respect mutual timeline limitations. The Crown 
will act honourably at all times. BHFN commits to being responsive to 
government and project proponents. 
 

Council 
makes 
decisions 
 

Consultation decisions will continue to be the responsibility of Chief and 
Council and be based on recommendations from responsible staff members 
and the community. 
 

Respect 
for existing 
processes 
 

The Consultation Policy will not replace existing working processes on mineral 
development or forest management established by the Wabun Tribal Council 
member communities or by agreement with other First Nations and the 
Crown, unless BHFN chooses to replace or supplement those processes and so 
notifies the other parties to the existing working processes. 
 

Respects our 
neighbours’ 
interests and 
rights 
 

Our policy respects overlapping interests and territories of neighbouring First 
Nations. In areas where projects and activities occur in overlapping territories, 
we will work with our neighbours to share information and resources for 
mutual benefit. 
 

Meaningful 
community 
involvement 

Consultation will be culturally appropriate and encourage and facilitate active 
and meaningful involvement of the community members living on  and off-
reserve, from all genders and ages. 
 

Meaningful 
two-way 
dialogue 

Where the potential impacts of a proposed project or activity on BHFN 
Aboriginal or Treaty rights are significant, the Crown and/or project proponent 
must engage in deep consultation with BHFN, in a manner that provides for 
meaningful two-way dialogue about BHFN concerns and possible 
accommodation options. 
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Consultation Funding Support 
Our First Nation is entitled not only to the process of consultation, but also to have our views and 

concerns substantially addressed. It can be inferred from various Canadian court decisions, including 

Clyde River (2017), that funding for Indigenous peoples’ participation in consultation processes should 

be provided where there is a significant risk of impact on our claimed or established rights, because the 

obligation requires the Crown to meaningfully consult us. Without the resources to assess the potential 

impacts of a proposed decision by the Crown, there cannot be a meaningful exchange of information. 

Also, the failure of the Crown or proponent to provide funding, where necessary, might be seen as a 

breach of the Crown’s obligations under the duty to deal with the First Nations in good faith. Many 

proposals requiring Crown decisions are complex and sometimes require us to hire outside technical 

expertise. 

 

We recognize that there are funding sources available from the Crown to participate in consultation 

processes, however, these may or may not be provided at the time when they are needed, nor be 

sufficient to cover the full cost of the activities necessary to be meaningful consulted. To expedite 

effective consultation processes, it will frequently be necessary for the proponent to provide funding to 

make up for shortfalls in government funding sources. 

 

If this is the case, we will work with the proponent to develop a budget to be provided with the 

Consultation Work Plan that includes: 

 

• reasonable legal, financial and other professional and consulting fees and expenses; 

• community consultation costs, including community consultation personnel, material 
development and distribution, meetings, etc.; and 

• technical expertise and review costs.  
 

Brunswick House First Nation will: 

• maximize government funding to support consultation costs; 

• provide summaries of incurred expenses on a regular (monthly) basis; and 

• not divulge matters subject to solicitor-client privilege or any positions or strategies for the First 
Nation with respect to the negotiation of an Impacts and Benefits Agreement or other 
Agreement. 

 

Reasonable negotiation and legal/technical costs for negotiation with proponents of Impacts and 

Benefits Agreement or other Agreements also need to be covered by the proponent. For negotiation of 

Crown accommodation measures, we expect the Crown to cover those costs as well. 
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Consultation Steps 
These are the procedural steps that will be taken once a request to engage or consult with BHFN is received. All requests to engage or consult 

with BHFN must be sent to the Chief and copied to the Band Manager (See contact information at the end of this document). A process diagram 

outlining the consultation steps is appended. 

* Items in bold and italics denote a supporting tool 

Step 
# 

Question to Consider Response and Actions 
BHFN 

Responsible 

Person(s) 

Information shared with 
members / Opportunities for 

involvement 

1 
 

 

 Yes – Attach the completed Proposed Activity 

Information Form to any materials sent; give the 

$75 cheque to the Finance Department and go to 

Step 2 

 No – send copy of this Consultation Policy and the 

BHFN Proposed Activity Information Form to the 

originator of the request and ask them to 

complete the form and send back. 

Band Manager 
or administrator 
appointed by 
Chief and 
Council 
(“delegated 
administrator”) 

Completed Proposed Activity 
Information Form posted to the 
BHFN website (members only area) 
and at the Band office. Notice that 
the Proposed Activity Information 
Form is available to members should 
be posted to the BHFN Facebook 
page. 

2 
What kind of project or 
activity is proposed? 

 

*This will be indicated on 
the Proposed Activity 
Information Form 

 Mining/ mineral development projects: send the 

Proposed Activity Information Form and any other 

information provided to BHFN Chief and Council 

and to Wabun Tribal Council and the designated 

Mineral Development Advisor to manage under 

existing processes. 

 Forestry projects and forest management 

planning: Send the Proposed Activity Information 

Form and any other provided information to the 

CCA Coordinator and the named BHFN contact 

person under the 2021 Customized Consultation 

Agreement to manage under existing processes. 

Band Manager 
or delegated 
administrator 

Not applicable as this is a procedural 
step 
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Step 
# 

Question to Consider Response and Actions 
BHFN 

Responsible 

Person(s) 

Information shared with 
members / Opportunities for 

involvement 

 Forest management law and policy: Send the 

Proposed Activity Information Form and any other 

provided information to the named BHFN contact 

person under the 2021 Sustainable Forestry 

Relationship Agreement and to the Lands and 

Resources Department for dialogue at the 

Relationship Table. 

 Energy, transportation, municipal land 

development or similar lands and/or resource- 

based projects: send Proposed Activity Information 

Form and any other information provided the 

information to the Lands and Resources 

Department to manage next steps and they 

become the Responsible Department. Go to Step 

3. 

 Education projects/activities: send the Proposed 

Activity Information Form and any other 

information provided to the Education 

Department to manage next steps and they 

become the Responsible Department. Go to Step 

3. 

 Health and Well- being projects/activities: send the 

Proposed Activity Information Form and any other 

information provided to the Health Department to 

manage next steps and they become the 

Responsible Department. Go to Step 3. 

 Other projects/activities: send the Proposed 

Activity Information Form and any other 
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Step 
# 

Question to Consider Response and Actions 
BHFN 

Responsible 

Person(s) 

Information shared with 
members / Opportunities for 

involvement 

information provided to the Lands & Resources 

Department unless the Band Manager deems 

another Department more appropriate. Go to Step 

3.  

3 Does this project or 
activity have the potential 
to impact BHFN Aboriginal 
or Treaty rights? 

Additional questions to 
consider include: 

Is it within BHFN 
traditional territory? If not, 
could there be impacts 
moving from the project 
site onto BHFN traditional 
territory? 

Does the proposed activity 
change a policy or law that 
affects programs or 
services that BHFN 
members provide or use, 
such as education, housing 
or health care funding or 
programs? 

 Yes – Go to Step 4. 

 No – Go to Step 4. 

Responsible 

Department 

and Council 

Portfolio 

holder 

To make this initial determination, 
the Responsible Department and/or 
Council Portfolio holder should seek 
input from potentially affected 
community members. 

4 
What is the level of 
potential effect(s) on 
BHFN Aboriginal or Treaty 
Rights? 

No potential effects - prepare Briefing Note for Council 
and go to Step 5. 

Low level potential effects – prepare Briefing Note for 
Council and go to Step 5. 

Responsible 

Department 

and Council 

Portfolio 

holder 

Responsible Department and Council 
Portfolio holder to gather input from 
potentially affected community 
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Step 
# 

Question to Consider Response and Actions 
BHFN 

Responsible 

Person(s) 

Information shared with 
members / Opportunities for 

involvement 

See: Questions to Help 
Determine Consultation 
Level 

Medium level potential effects – prepare Briefing Note 
for Council and go to Step 5. 

High level potential effects – prepare 

Briefing Note for Council and go to Step 5. 

members to prepare the Briefing 
Note. 

5 
Does Council agree with 
the evaluation and next 
steps as outlined in the 
Briefing Note, or wish to 
modify the next steps? 

 Yes – proceed with next steps as outlined by 

Council in the Briefing Note. Go to Step 6a. 

 No – re-evaluate, leave the process or proceed 

with other Council directives. 

Band Manager to prepare and send letter to Crown 

and/or project proponent to inform them of how BHFN 

wishes to proceed (or not) in consultation regarding 

the proposed project or activity. The letter should 

specify: 

o  Results of the evaluation of BHFN on 
potential impacts of the project/ activity on 
BHFN Aboriginal and Treaty Rights 

o What next steps BHFN will take (or if they will 
not be participating) 

o An invitation to engage in budget planning 
with the Crown and/or Project proponent to 
support BHFN consultation efforts 

o Contact information for the person who will 

be responsible for all consultations with 

BHFN about the project/activity. 

 

Council 

and 

Band 

Manager 

Letter to be made available to BHFN 
community members by posting to 
the BHFN website (members only 
area) and at the Band office. 

Notice should be posted to the BHFN 
Facebook page that a copy of the 
letter to the Crown and/or 
proponent is available to members 
on the BHFN website (members only 
area). 

6a 
How will the BHFN 
community be consulted 

 Low level impact projects/activities – consultation 

with directly affected land user(s) or community 
Responsible 

Department 

and Council 

A copy of the Consultation Work Plan 
and associated updates should be 
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Step 
# 

Question to Consider Response and Actions 
BHFN 

Responsible 

Person(s) 

Information shared with 
members / Opportunities for 

involvement 

about this project or 
activity? 

members (typical for Low level impact 

projects/activities). Go to Step 6b. 

 Medium and high-level impact projects/activities – 

prepare a Consultation Work Plan with the Crown 

and/or Project proponent that outlines how 

community will be consulted throughout the 

planning, operational and closing stages of a 

project or activity. Set evaluation criteria in the 

Plan to enable evaluation at key milestones while 

implementing, and identify budget needs. Go to 

Step 6b. 

Portfolio 

holder 

– or other 

responsible 

party (such as 

a project 

working 

committee) as 

specified by 

Council. 

posted to the BHFN website 
members- only page. 

Opportunities to participate may 
include: 

Discussions with directly impacted 
land user(s) 

Participation in a project working 
committee 

Opportunity to review and provide 
feedback on a draft Consultation 
Work Plan 

Attending meetings, workshops, site 
tours, or other activities as specified 
in the Consultation Work Plan 

Participating in and/or leading 
studies undertaken in the BHFN 
territory as specified in the 
Consultation Work Plan 

Reviewing and providing comment 
on project studies, reports or 
proposed activities as specified in the 
Consultation Work Plan 

Monitoring and reporting back to 
members about proposed activities 
as specified in the Consultation Work 
Plan 
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Step 
# 

Question to Consider Response and Actions 
BHFN 

Responsible 

Person(s) 

Information shared with 
members / Opportunities for 

involvement 

6b 
Has BHFN been 
meaningfully consulted 
about the proposed 
project or activity? 

Tip: Set evaluation criteria 
in the Consultation Work 
Plan and evaluate at key 
milestones while 
implementing the 
Consultation Work Plan 

 Yes – start or continue negotiating with the Crown 

and/or proponent appropriate accommodation, 

which may be included in an impact and benefit 

agreement or other type of agreement. Go to Step 

7. 

 No – work with the Crown and/or the Project 

Proponent to identify where additional 

consultation is required. Go back to Step 6a. 

Responsible 

Department 

and Council 

Portfolio 

holder – or 

other 

responsible 

party (such as a 

project 

working 

committee) as 

specified by 

Council. 

Input from the community should be 
considered in this evaluation. 

The level / sort of input required will 
depend on the nature of the 
proposed activity. Some examples of 
processes for community input to 
consider include: 

Community meetings; Print / online 
surveys; Semi-structured interviews; 
Focus groups; Elder teas; Youth 
gatherings; or Committees. 

7 
Are the terms of any 
agreements reached in 
Step 6 on accommodation 
being honoured? 

 Yes – continue to work within the terms of the 

agreement in good faith and report these 

successes to the community and go to Step 8. 

 No – Review and re-establish commitment to 

honour the terms of the agreement with the 

Crown and/or Project Proponent. Follow up on 

dispute resolution provisions in agreement, if 

applicable, or prepare letter to Crown and/or 

proponent regarding failure to comply with terms 

of agreement. Consider legal options. 

Responsible 

Department 

and Council 

Portfolio 

holder 

– or other 

responsible 

party (such as a 

project working 

committee, IBA 

Coordinator) as 

specified by 

Council. 

Input from the community should be 
considered in this evaluation. 

The level / sort of input required will 
depend on the nature of the 
proposed activity. Some examples of 
processes for community input to 
consider include: 

Community meetings; Print / 

online surveys;  Semi-structured 

interviews; Focus groups; Elder 

teas; Youth gatherings; or 

Committees. 

8 
Have there been 
substantive changes to the 
project or activity that 
could change the level of 

 Yes – go to Step 1 Responsible 

Department 

and Council 

Input from the community should be 
considered in this evaluation. 
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Step 
# 

Question to Consider Response and Actions 
BHFN 

Responsible 

Person(s) 

Information shared with 
members / Opportunities for 

involvement 

impact on BHFN Aboriginal 
or Treaty rights? 

 No – Continue monitoring and evaluating the 

terms of any negotiated agreement. Revisit Step 7 

regularly. 

Portfolio 

holder 

– or other 

responsible 

party (such as a 

project working 

committee, IBA 

Coordinator) as 

specified by 

Council 

The level / sort of input required will 
depend on the nature of the 
proposed activity. Some examples of 
processes for community input to 
consider include:  

Community meetings; Print / online 
surveys; Semi-structured interviews; 
Focus groups; Elder teas; Youth 
gatherings; or Committees. 
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Key Contacts 

Chief, Brunswick House First Nation 
 

P.O. Box 1178 
Chapleau, Ontario P0M 1K0 
Telephone: 705-864-0174  
Fax: 705-864-1960 

E-mail: chief@Bhfn.ca 
 
 

Please copy all correspondence to:  
 

BHFN Consultation Coordinator 
Telephone: XXXX 
E-mail: XXXX 
 

and 

Band Manager 
E-mail: bandmanager@bhfn.ca 

 

  

mailto:chief@Bhfn.ca
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Definitions 
Briefing Note Information prepared by the Responsible Department to inform Chief and Council 

about a proposed project or activity and recommendations for further action 
related to consultation. 

Consultation 
Work Plan 

A document prepared jointly between Brunswick House First Nation consultation 
representatives designated by Chief and Council (on the one hand) and the Crown 
or proponent representatives or both (on the other hand) setting out: 

• activities to involve Brunswick House First Nation consultation 
representatives and members in consultation for purposes of assessing: 

• effects on Brunswick House First Nation’s rights and interests; and 

• potential benefits of the project, activity or matter for Brunswick House 
First Nation; 

• schedule for the activities referred to in the preceding bullet; 

• decision-making and input points during the process of consultation; 

• Criteria for evaluating success of each of the activities and processes to 
consult with Brunswick House First Nation members; 

• technical support and funding to be provided to Brunswick House First 
Nation during consultation; and 

• regulatory requirements for consultation. 

Crown Canada, Ontario, a municipality, or any component of each. 

Crown activity New legislation, regulations, policies, programs and plans that provide authority to 
or are implemented or to be implemented by the Crown; 
Changes to legislation, regulations, policies, programs and plans that provide 
authority to or are implemented or to be implemented by the Crown; 
Issuance, varying, approval, suspension or cancellation of permits, licences, 
authorizations, renewals or anything similar, by the Crown; and 
Anything else authorized or undertaken by the Crown. 

Impacts and 
Benefits 
Agreement 

An agreement between a First Nation and a proponent addressing impacts on 
Aboriginal and Treaty rights and interests of the First Nation in its traditional 
territory from a proponent project or activity, and providing benefits to the First 
Nation in connection with that proponent project or activity. 

Project or activity Any project or activity by a proponent pursuant to or incidental to anything 
authorized or ordered by the Crown or that the Crown is contemplating 
authorizing or ordering (such as mining exploration, forestry, etc.), or that the 
Crown is itself considering as a Crown Activity (such as a regulatory or policy 
proposal, or decisions on permit or license applications).  

Project 
Proponent 

The party (which could include the Crown, a corporation, business, association, 
organization, or individual, etc.) that would undertake or is undertaking a project 
or activity. 

Responsible 
Department 

The BHFN department that is responsible for overseeing the consultation process 
for the proposed project or activity. 

Traditional 
Territory  

Our traditional territory extends from the small town of Sultan in the southeast to 
Wakami Lake area in the south, the railway sidings of Oba (CN line) and Missinaibi 
(CP line) in the west and to the Mahoney Township/Opasatika River area in the 
north. Maps of our territorial boundaries may be revised from time to time. 
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Supporting Documents 
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Consultation Policy Steps 
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Proposed Activity Information Form 

Introduction 

If you are planning a project or activity that may potentially have an effect on BHFN traditional 
territory, Aboriginal or Treaty rights, please provide the following information that will help us 
effectively respond to your request. This request must be accompanied by a $1001 processing 
fee made payable to the Brunswick House First Nation. If any information is substantially 
incomplete, your submission will be returned to you with a request for the missing information. 
No consideration of your proposed activity will be possible without this initial information to 
assist us in our decision-making process. We encourage you to complete this form as the means 
of providing information about your proposed project or activity. 

 

Note: This form must be submitted each time there is a substantive change in your activity(ies) 
within our traditional territory. 

 

Activity Type 

Please check the box(es) corresponding to the type of activity being proposed: 
 

• Mining and/or mining exploration including prospecting 

• Forestry 

• Energy development (including alternative energy, transmission lines or pipelines) 

• Transportation (including roads, rail, air) 

• Municipal, provincial or federal land development proposal (including residential 
housing, commercial/industrial, parks, wildlife preserves, etc.) 

• Education or training sector initiative, law or policy 

• Health and well-being initiative, law or policy 

• Other activity or proposal (please specify): ____________________________________ 
 

  

 
1 Fee is subject to change 
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Project Summary 

Please provide a short (no longer than 1-page) description of the proposed activity. 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

You may fill in this description in the space provided or append a separate document. 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

Project Proponent 

Please provide your contact information: 
 
Name of Owner/company or Crown official leading consultation: 

 
  
 

Name of company(ies) leading the on the ground activity if different than Owner of 
licence or Crown permit: 

 
  
 

Key contact person(s):   

Address:    

Telephone:    

Fax:    

E-mail:    

Website address:    
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Indigenous Experience 

Please provide a description of your company’s existing Indigenous engagement policy and 
experience along with a summary or track record of working with Indigenous people. Where 
possible please identify where you may have had success or developed successful Indigenous 
partnership initiatives. If possible, please provide up to three references from an Indigenous 
community or partner. 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

Project Schedule 

Please provide the timelines of the main tasks to develop this project or activity and the 
timeframe of the life of the project or activity (e. g., 15-year life of mine; 10-year forestry plan). 
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Please provide a list of the anticipated regulatory approvals that will likely be required for the 
proposed activity. Include any delegated procedural Aboriginal consultation requirements 
identified by the Crown. 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 
 

Environmental Impacts  

 

Please provide a general description of the potential or anticipated environmental impacts, if 

any, of the proposed activity on BHFN traditional territories (e.g., the type of activity and the 

nature of its impacts on land/air/water, if any trees may be removed, if there will be disturbance 

of the soil or the subsurface, if there will be impacts on flowing water or the water table, and if 

there will be any effects on flora or fauna generally, etc.). 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 

Socioeconomic Impacts  

 

Please provide a general description of the potential or anticipated socioeconomic impacts of 

the proposed activity on BHFN (e.g., opportunities for training or job creation for BHFN 

members, regional economic impacts, the availability of community services or infrastructure, 

impacts on community health and wellbeing, etc.). 
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Impacts on BHFN Aboriginal or Treaty Rights 

 

Please provide a preliminary assessment of the potential or anticipated impacts of the proposed 

activity on BHFN Aboriginal or Treaty rights and any possible accommodation options that you 

may wish to explore with BHFN through the consultation process. 

 
 
  
 
  
 
  
 

Map Data 

Map data is required in 1:5,000 scale in KML or KMZ format to be uploaded to our geographic 
information system (Google Earth). Map data should include clearly marked locations of key 
project components including new roads, transmission lines, waste rock piles, forest harvesting 
areas, etc. Any revisions to these project plans must be submitted as soon as possible to 
Brunswick House First Nation and, depending on the extent of the revisions, may require re-
assessing using the consultation steps in this Consultation Policy. 
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Processing Commitment 

If you have not received a response indicating Brunswick House First Nation has received your 
submission within 1 week, please contact our office. 

 

Brunswick House First Nation will attempt to respect Crown consultation timelines, however we 
expect that free, prior and informed consent will be sought from BHFN before any project or 
activities are undertaken in our traditional territory. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Version # – V2.0 2021 
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Briefing Note to BHFN Chief and Council 

Prepared by:     
(insert name of Responsible Department) 

 
Date:     

 
Regarding: Enter name of proposed project or activity 

 
  
 
  
 
  
 

Background Information: 

1 – 2 paragraphs describing the consultation request including: who sent it, when, what kind of 
activity, where it is located, company’s track record dealing with Indigenous communities.) 

  



 

BHFN Consultation Policy – UPDATED draft September 2021 Page 26  
 

 

Evaluation of Potential Effects: 

Describe known or potential effect(s) of proposed project or activity on BHFN Aboriginal or 

Treaty rights. Include review of impacts on known cultural values. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Community Input: 

Our department spoke with (or engaged in another way) the following BHFN community 
members to help us evaluate potential effects: 

 

Insert names, dates and what was discussed. 
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Evaluation of Level of Impact: 

Based on this evaluation, the Responsible Department believes this could result in potentially: 
 

 No potential effects on Aboriginal and Treaty Rights 
 Low impacts on Aboriginal and Treaty Rights 
 Medium impacts on Aboriginal and Treaty Rights 
 High impacts on Aboriginal and Treaty Rights 

Recommended next steps: 

 No further action at this time 
 Gather more information from other First Nations, Wabun Tribal Council, NAN, AFN 

or other resource (specify: ) 
 Request a meeting with the project proponent to gather more information and/or to 

prepare a Consultation Work Plan and budget. 

 Request a meeting with the Crown 
 Discuss request with community knowledge holder (trapper, Elder, etc.) 
 Other next step (specify: ) 

Council Decision: 

 Chief and Council agrees with recommendations and give approval for 
Responsible Department to proceed with update to Council on: 
  (insert date). 

 Chief and Council agrees with recommendations with the following changes: 
(insert changes below) 

 Chief and Council disagrees with recommendations for the following reasons: 
(insert reasons below and identify preferred actions or next steps) 
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Submitted by: (signature) 

 
 
 

Insert Signature line for Chief and Council 

Date: 

 
 
 
 

Summary of Changes or Variance of Recommendations: 

 

 

 
Signature of Submitter: Signature of Council Representative: 

 
 
 

Version # – V2.0 2021 
  



 

BHFN Consultation Policy – UPDATED draft September 2021 Page 29  
 

 

Questions to Help Determine Consultation Level 

To determine if there are low, medium or high-level potential effects and therefore the depth 
and breadth of consultation with the community, BHFN will consider the following questions: 

 

1. How large of an area of BHFN territory will be taken up by this proposed 
project/activity? 

2. How long will the project/activity last in time (e.g., a few months, several years) 

3. Does the project/activity require use of machinery or result in significant amounts of 
land disturbance (i.e., manual vs. mechanical work)? 

4. How many jobs and/or business opportunities could be created for local people and 
businesses? 

5. What kinds of impacts could be created by this project/activity on our community 
(social services, family life, health)? Could the project or activity potentially help 
improve existing problems or make them worse? 

6. What other activities are happening in the region? Do the potential impacts of this 
project/activity when added to the impacts of existing or any future activities create 
more extensive or unacceptable impacts (cumulative effects) on BHFN Aboriginal or 
Treaty Rights? 

7. Does the project/activity also impact the rights and interests of neighbouring 
indigenous communities? 

8. Does the project/activity potentially decrease the amount or quality of air, land or 
water? 

9. Does the project/activity potentially decrease the amount or quality of plants and 
animals (including fish)? 

10. Does the project/activity potentially decrease the amount or quality of our and/or 
future generations’ use of plants, animals or of the air, land or water for exercising our 
Aboriginal and Treaty Rights (such as hunting, trapping, fishing, gathering medicines, 
etc.)? 

11. Is this a broader policy issue affecting First Nations – Regionally, Provincially, 
Nationally? 

12. Is this a multi-year complex consultation process that will place a strain on 
existing BHFN resources? 
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